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A Bit of Forestry Department History: 
Ms. Frances Flick (B.S. '39) 
all i said and done, I know 
there are-jobs-to oe found 
in a field that is opening up 
more and more to women. 
Now, step back sixty-five 
years and imagine how dif-
ferent things were for 
Frances J. Flick when she 
came into the Forestry De-
partment in Curtiss Hall as 
the only woman student. 
She came to try something 
different, and that is ex -
actly what it was. 
After finishing high school 
in Des Moines, Frances 
first entered Westhampton 
College in Virginia hoping 
to become a writer. How-
ever, following in her 
sister's footsteps did not 
tum out to be her calling 
so she came back to Iowa 
an}'thing but true, and 
well. 
s set off for twe iVe 
·-:rmnte:r National Forest n ar 
·Walhalla, South 
Carolina. The fifty-
five male students 
stayed in cabins at 
their camp that was 
recently abandoned 
- bi the cce- wnile 
Frances was housed 
with the camp 
faculty's family. 
When they would go 
on the road to visit 
other National For-
ests or timber compa-
nies, Frances usually 
stayed with families 
in nearby towns. She 
missed out on much 
of the camp's evening 
activities as they oc-
curred wherever the 
boys were camping. 
Overall, Frances said 
that camp was a great 
experience, but 
wished that she could 
have been more in-
volved with the whole 
camp as we are now. 
and entered Iowa State Frances Flick -April 2001, insert forestry student Fall 1936. 
College in 1936. In the 
When Frances gradu-
ated in 1939, the For.:. 
estry field was still beginning, Frances' male 
classmates told her that the faculty would make ev-
erything very difficult for her so that she would change 
28 
suffering from the Depression, and there were very 
few jobs to be found, especially for one of the few 
women in the field. So Frances decided to go to Library school at the University of New York at Syracuse. 
Once she obtained her Library Science Degree, Frances was hired at the US Department of Agriculture Library 
in Washington, D.C. She was hired one year after Gifford Pinchot died and left his collection to the USDA 
Library, and due to her background, she was put in charge of the Forestry area. When people from the research 
department would come in, Frances would help them find articles that were useful to them. In 1949, the first 
computer Library search program was developed for the USDA Library, and she would race the computer to 
find articles, often winning. Frances was also invited to the home of Mrs. Gifford Pinchot for Baked Apple 
meetings. This had been a favorite dessert of Mr. Pinchot, and Mrs. Pinchot would invite foresters and others 
in the field over to her house to discuss current issues and eat baked apples. When the Oxford system of 
classification was developed in England, Frances went to Oxford and lived there for two months while figur-
ing out the library classification service. She came back to the United States and wrote an article for the 
Journal of Forestry describing the system and stating that it would not be the wave of the future. 
Throughout her life, Frances said she loved to be in different places and see different things, and her career 
path is a testament to this fact. Besides living in Washington, D.C., she also worked for the New York State 
College of Forestry at the University of Syracuse. There, she was in charge of the Range Management Library 
while working with Franklin D. Roosevelt's Forestry advisor. She's studied European silviculture improve-
ment cuttings in France, and worked at the University of Arizona as a bibliographer. Her most recent assign-
ment was in Guatemala in the Library of the University of San Carlos. 
After her myriad of experiences, you would think Frances would have endless stories to share with a current 
forester. However, she was more interested in hearing about what the field is like now. While looking through 
her endless collection of books, we came across field guides that we are still using today, just earlier editions. 
She was fascinated by the variety of classes we are taking and the developing importance of conservation 
education. During the hours I was visiting her, I think I told more stories than she did. Her retirement home is 
being remodeled right now, and there is a large Shingle Oak tree right outside her window that is suffering 
from the soil compaction caused by heavy machinery. She went to the home's director to make sure that he 
knew what was occurring. Though she is no longer in the field, she cannot and will not stop learning about 
forestry and caring for the trees. 
ln the ForestS of South Caroi;na and Tennessee 
thia summer wielding a machete through the 
underbrush 8long with sturdier male members 
of lowa State college's forestry class is slim, 
gray-eyed Frances Flick of DeJ Moines. Fran· 
ces, now a junior, started taking :forestry to 
"be different," liked it and continued. 
With Both Hands upraised, Frances Ii 
, "0. K." during au:rveying operations. 
be lugging the 28-pound t over 
one girl has ever obtained a in ~ 
college. In forest camps this summer, 
with the wife of a faculty ember. ____ _....... 
Article from the Des Moines Tribune 1938. 
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